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A SERMON. 
By J. H. BucBEs. 


«For, our light affliction, which is-but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” | 2 Cor. iv: 17. | 
Though every part. of the universe exhibits 

unquestionable proofs of the goodness of its Au- 

thor—a goodness which 1s present with us in all 
places and at all times; yet, there 1s also evil, or 
what to us s8eems to be evil everywhere diffused 
through the system-of Es Misery 1s as cer- 
tainly present, in the world as happiness. And, 
it would be not-less unwise to deny tbe exist- 
ence of the one than of the other. For joy is 
not more truly present in this diurnal scenc, than 

affliction and gorrow. . 

Now, since.every.exertion of the wisdom and 
the power of God, must promote, either. directly 
or indirectly, the. happiness . of his creatures,— 
whence comes the evil which it 1s-our lot. to ex- 
perience- in our wanderings. here below? Can 
he, demands our _inquisitive unpiety—can he be 


good, infinitely good, under whose administration | 


8uch an amount of suffering is. permitted to ex- 
ist.? Can he be. good, at. whose command the 
storm of affliction gathers and pours on us its 
scalding drops of grief? 
Such have been the inquiries of all ages ;— 
: That eternal mind, ; w , 
rom , wants, and envy, far estrang'd, 

Who built the _—_ ont 6D and deck'd 

Each part 80 richly with whate'er pertains 

——w to _—_ to ON bade he 

viper evil, creeping in, ute 

The odly scene; and, with dyatdipns rage, 

While the poor inmate looks around and smiles, 

Dart her fell sting, with poison to bis 80ul Þ 
 These questions, as you plainly perceive, brin 
into doubt the goodness of our Maker. And, 
notwithstanding the impiety which they more than 
indicate, they are. indulged, even by thoge who 
claim the honor of sustaining a character, and 
cherishing views and feelings, eminently religious. 
These inquiries, proceed on the 'ground, that the 
temporary evils, or light afflictions, which we here 
suffer, are inconsigtent with the infinite benevo- 
lence of "God. It is taken for granted, that-the 
Deity was capable of forming us differently ; of 
arranging a system, in 8uch a manner as to ex-! 
clude 8nffering; and of miaking existence a scenc 
of unmixed yment; and, that 'he is not 80. 
good in the pregent constitution-of things, as he 
tas. = ;—nor, as he would have been, had be 
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Now, this is -as8uming the very thing, which 
requires to be proved; "As well, and with equal - 
propriety, might man complain that he was not 
created with the attainments of an angel; an angel, 
that he” was not made. equal with God!  Nay— 
transform man into an angel,, and he would then 
look back throngh the periods of eternity, and 
complain that he had not been created before. 
And besides—it is -assumed, that nov good is to 
arise. from moral suffering ; and, of course, that 
the afflictions which it is our lot to suffer, were 
ordained by malevolenee !: The result would be, 
that God has willed the misery of his creatures, 
without willing their happiness. But, this is & 
gentiment which no rational being can admit.” 

If, indeed, no good is produced by the suffering 
which is every moment experienced by myriads 
of beings throughout the earth, it follows, that he 
who willed snffering; is qefective in benevolence. 
If, I say,—8uffering must be regarded as an end, 
and not as the means leading to an end, then God 
was not good in permitting it to exist. But if to 
 8uffer be not all—if from our temporary troubles a 
greater good arises-—a good which far outweighs 
the evil which produced \it—then 1s suffering far 
from being inconsistent with infinite benevolence. 
And, ' as that is not-evel which in its fital results 
is productive of good—and if all seeming evil op- 
erates to this end, it follows that there is not,"can- 
not be, any real evil in the universe. 4 

Now, that moral suffering is designed for the 
production of good, is not only agreeable with the 
dictates of reason and true philosophy, but is 
clearly and explicitly taught in the holy scriptures. 
This doctrine is recognized and sanctioned by 
the text,- which declares that our *light affliction 
which is but for a moment, workerth for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.'— 
Nor is this the only passage, in which this doe- 
trine is asserted—expreasly asserted. We- are 
told, that, * whom the Lord loveth he chnsteneth, 
and 8courgeth every s8on whom he receiveth. 
We are told, that chastens for our own 


| profit, *that we might be partakers of his - holi- 


ness.? It is, therefore, a doctrine of divine Rev- 
elation, that in all the afflictions which God visits 
npon his creatures, he designs their ultimate or 
final good. | ; 

In the text under consideration, there is a man- 
ifest allusion to the persecutions endured by the 
first christians in consequence of their faith in the 
vogpel. This idea is suggested, and TI think, 
fally authorized, by the context. 'The 
u8es this strong language. ' «We are troubled on 
every side, yet not diatressed ; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken ; 
ca*t down, but not destroyed.' - From this lan- 
gungs it is evident, that by the word affliction, the 
apostle "intends the troubles and difficulties in 
which the christians of that age were involved, 
on account of their attachment to*the gospel. 
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persecution for r6! | 
belief, And it is employed in the scriptures = 
express divine chastiszement -or correction.  'Phe 
prophet Jonah 8ays—*'lI cried by reason of mine 
affliction (punishment) unto the Lord, and he 
heard me.” It is a word of general signification, 
embracing all the ills which prey upon human 
hfe. | 
The language of the apostle in the text is very 
peculiar. There can be no question that the 
trials and troubles encountered by the first chris- 
tians, were great and gevere. If any men ever 
knew what 1t was to 8uffer, they were surely the 
apostles. ' They were troubled on every side. 
ey were persecuted from city to city ; they 
were 8courged and tortured, and put at last to 
death in its most appalling forms, Yet—in view 
of all their troubles, —distressed; persecuted, cast 
down—he utters no complaint. Had he thought 
and felt, as some do at this age, in what glowin 
colors would he have described his distresses 
What loud complaints would he have indulged 
against divine providence! How hitterly would 
he have bewailed his miserable and almost un- 
arralleled fate! But not 80 with the apostle. 
ear him— For our hight affliction which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.” He calls their 
iction Iight—compares its duration to a * mo- 
ment,” an stant—and rejoices in the thought, 
that the calamities by which they were encompas- 
ged, were made 8ubservient to the purposes of 
divine wisdom, In his view, the ills of life seemed 
only as a mere point; they were to endure only 
for & moment, in comparison to eternity ; and 
would be: 8ucceeded by an eternal weight of 
glory}, Nay—this affliction is represented as hay- 
Ing an agency in the production of the great good 
which he anticipated. It is 8aid to be active; it 
worketh—what? What is it, that affliction or 
suffering worketh? It worketh good— a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' 

It must be perceived, that the apostle entertain-- 
ed different views respecting the s8ufferings of this 
mortal state, from those entertained by most mod- 
ern christians, His heavy affliction was hight ;— 
the comparatively trivial trials which fall to our 
lotto experience, are considered by us great, and 
almost insupportable. He regarded the seeming 
Hls of life, as blessings in disguise,—as the means 
in God's hand of accomplishing immeasurable 
good. But we, in our blindness, are prone to 
consider that as & real evil, which is only 80 in 
appearance,—to look at suffering, as ? 
only, and not as the instrument of producing . 
Hence, those complaints, which are uttered 

nt the dispensations of a wise, just, and infi- 
nitely merciful Providence. We repine at the 
allotments of divine wisdom beeause we are igno- 
rant of their character, and final results. - The 
ways of God are to us imperfect, only becanse 
they are unknown. The evils which infest the 
world are regretted by us, for no other reason, 
but our ignorance of the which they are in- 
tended to produce, and which could not-be secur- 
ed by any other, or different, arrangement. We 
8ubmit with 8tubborn reluetance tothe calamities 


ward oppression, 8uch as pe 


which we cannot avoid, and-bow. with sullen ac- | ha 


quiescenceito the appointments of 'heaven; when, 
if we had other and better” views 
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If we 'the sentiment of 
and pr to reason from tha 
8j0n to which. it would bring us, is, that al 
ing, whether -physical or moral, is productive of 

ood. In a word, that affliction, however grievous 
or the time being, is productive of advantages to 
man, which, without it, he could never enjoy, | 
Some of the beneficial effects of suffering we aro 
able to trace, as they are visidle to our eyes; and 
though in other instances we might not discoyer 
the particular ad of the 8uffering which 
exists,—*till it would be unwise not to believe it. 
If, in 8ome cases, we see the benefit of pain, the 
circumstance that we cannot discover it in all in. 
stances, , ought not to shake our faith ; for good 
may spring from evil, and we not be able to 
8ee it. 

That suffering is efficacious in warning and 
_ us from vice, is too. evident to require 
proof, The bodily pain which we suffer, when 
for the first time we wander beyond the barriers of 
_—_— bids us —_ E A ture. It is in this 
way that many slight indulgences in ein, are pre- 
vented, "ap wn "at which they entail, fon 
terminating in fixed and ruinous habits, 'The se- 
vere compunctions, which arise in 'the mind of 
one, who has for the first time in his life done a 
guilty act, may be the means of saving him from 
a life of shame, degradation and wo! He learns 
from that moment, the important and saJutary 
truth, that there is an indissolable connection be- 
tween 8in and wo; that crime bri with it 
Shame, and misery and death. In this case, there- 
fore, good is made to flow from suffering. 

But—there is still greater advantage, resulting 
to man from 8vffering ; an adv which we 
had rather 8uffer, than to loge—an advantage, de- 
prived of which life itself would not be worth 

essing. I refer to those benevolent wi 

ind affections, and. tender sympathies, depriv 
of which, existence would -not a 8ingle 
charm ;—but which owe their existence to afflic- 
tion. 

When we look upon a fellow being in distress, 
perhaps on his last bed of pain and sickness, what 
do we 8ee? We behold the characters of suff- 
ering, not only in his own countenance, pale and 
emaciated, but in the eyes and countenances of 
the friends who s8tand around him, to anticipate 
his wants and relieve his distresses. But do we 
See nothing but suffering in such a scene? We 
indeed 8ee aftliction here, but an affliction which 
is forming benevolent affections in all who wit- 
ness it. e-learn to feel for others by what we 
ourselves have suffered. And, if there had been 
no- 8uffering in the world, pity and compass10n 
would have been unknown. 

Now, if the benevolent affections be so ines- 
timable, that must be valuable by which they are 
called forth and fostered in the human heart. 
And what is that? Tt is affliction—it- is pain—lt 
is human suffering. "The whole train of the be- 
 nevolent affections, which lend a charm to human 
life, 8pring from pity ; the — affliction. 

Banish 8vffering ha the world, and you destroy 
present constitution of things,. there 

ppiness without suffering. If, then, we love the 
benevolent affections, let us not repine at that 


the text as correct, 
j ”"Y conclu- | 
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we-sbould drink the cup which he 
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out a cingle 


Correctly on this gubject, we never mur- 


their trials 
sufficiently great. us remember the good 
which flows from these apparent evils—and that 
it is better for us to bear them, than that they 
$hould not exist. If we would reflect on this 8ub- 
ect as we ought, we should say with the inspired 
vB ist—* it is good for us that we have been 
afflicted. We discover that all the little 
ills of existence-are wisely ordained, and are nes- 
cesgary to the best g of the universe ;- that 
they are comparatively. light ; that they endure 
but for a moment; and will be 8ucceeded by an 
eternal weight of glory.” Wa 

The compliance which are uttered against | 
divine providence are unfounded and unjust, We 
repine at those things which are intended for our 
good; and are ungrateful, when, but for the blind- 
ness of our hearts, we should unite in a concert of 
praise and ing. | 

The child considers it an. affliction, to be un- 
der the authority of its parents. He repines at 
their rigid discipline ; and deems their punish- 
ments unkind. He. cannot have bis own way 
cannot do as he would ; what he thinks essential 
to his happiness, the superior and riper wisdom 
of his parents knows to be injurious; and he 
must sabmit to their decision, Now, we have 
all been children; and we can remember the 
afflictions, or what we then thought to be afflic- 
tions, which it was our lot to suffer. It was an 
affliction, to be torn away from our amusements, | 
and day after day, and year after year, be compel- : 
led to pass through the tedious routine of the vil-. 
lage school. - It was an affliction to be 8ubject to 
the authority of the school-master, and to be. 
compelled to get our lessons. All these ag: 4 
ve regarded as calamities; and these with the 
ten thousand other circumstances of our child- 
hood, were considered heavy afflictions. 

But were they. 80?-——That they s8eemed to be 
80 at the time is admitted—but were they such in 
reality? No. What were our light afflic- 
hons have pagsed away, and have worked for us 
an immeasurable amount of happiness. We may 
trace our present standing mm 8ociety, and all the 
happy advan which we enjoy, to those very 
circumstances, which, at the time, were consider- 
ed 80 afflictive, What should we have been, had 
we never. known. the salutary discipline of the 
nursery? What are we,—what is man, without ; 
knowledge ? But, without the tedious of 
education, we had remained ignorant of the pow- 
er of letters, and been disqualified for the duties 
and the pleagures of life. 

It is precisely thus, in relation to divine provi-' 
dence. Here, we are children; only on a larger 
_— We cannot 8ee the use of 80 mu 

ng 
why things were not more wisely arranged—w 
life had 'not been e2 from anxieties, 
fears, and gorrows—why &in and death were per- 
mittted to enter the world—and thus we waste 


In- [rye ns 


] of fat things fall 


ch 8uff- | pl 
as we witness in the world;—we wonder” 


' 


ons + gat ej wager 
o AIR eng at the allotments 


which is best 
our circumstances, and 


culated to 


; | promote our truest and highest interests. Not a 


storm of adversity beats upon us which is not 
necessary for. our moral improvement. All the 
afflictions which we experience in the journey of 
life, are but temporary pan ry of accom- 
plishing a - Cares amount of good. * For our light 
affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for 
us & far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory Ft 

ere we witness the peculiar glory of the chris- 
tian s8ystem. ..,The Gospel teaches us that nothing 
exists in the whole s8ystem of Ungn, inconsistent 
with the essential and unbounded goodness 'of 
God. It tells us—that without our Father * not a 
sparrow falleth to the ground '—that his care and 
mercy :extend to all creatures and all events ; 
and by means which we do not fully compre- 
hend, he is accomplishing his benevolent will. It 


 aS8ures us that all the seeming evil and affliction 


which we here experience are but blessings in 
disguise : That they will endure but for a 2eason, 
and will terminate in universal good. 

Such. is the view of divine providence given 


;| us by the inspired penmen. How majestic, how 


divine ! and how rich in consolation to the afflict- 
ed 80ns and daughters of men. Do we 8ee suf- 
fering in. the 'world ?—Behold it working ou 
and fulfilling gangs and benevolent designs 
Contemplate the whole train of apparent evils 
which exist in the world, —sickness, paing s8orrow, 
death,—as the ministers of eternal 8nd infinite 
love! Look at the design of affliction—at what 
it is intended to produce!” A far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory !—* Where sin «- 
bounded, grace did much more abound ; that, as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might pour 
reign unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Let us look up,- then, men and brethren, and 
thank God for all the operations of his provi- 
dence and his grace, Let us complain no more, 
that he has ordained the existence of 


| 81 ; 
but let us rejoice that he permits it ly for th. 
production of a greater*good. *For our light af; 
fliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us © 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ? ' 


REASONS IN FAVOR OF UNIVERSAL- 
ISM.—No. VI. 


PRoOvISION HAS BEEN MADE FOR ALL, —Of this, 


we are as8nred, in the prophesy of Isaiah, and in 
the following passage. *And in this mountain 
shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all 7 qua wed a 
feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees; 
of marrow, of wines on the lees 
wellrefined.” In this passage we plainly perceive, 
that a feast of fat things has been made for all peo- 
e; and, as & matter of conrse, all people have 
been invited to-.come and partake of it. And here 
we would remark, that if all people do not accept 
the invitation, and partake of the feast, there will 
be, undoubtedly; a waste of provigion, But we 
hyde no Kew; * all my uns Orgs = - 
in the ountain, and e 0 

banquet, which divine w has prepared for 


252 
them. Not a single individual'of the human 
in our opinion will be absent. 


Mn relation to the point now im question, we may 
furthermore remark, that thefe is 'no difference of 
opinicn, among all the various sects of Christians: 
Whatever may be the final state and'condition of 
the human race, whether they be happy or miser- 
able, all will agree, that all- neces8ary provision 
has been made for their ealvation.” All will agree, 
that a deep and broad foundation has been Jaid for 
the ultiraate reconciliation of all things to God. 
Nothing has been left undone, which infinite wis- 
dom could devise, or which Almlghty power could 
execute, The greet Redeemer and Savior of 
men, has been sent from the bosom of his God 
and Father, with mes8ages of grace and peace, to 
a lost and perishing world. He came to manifest 
his Father's love, to point out” the way of life and 
galvation, to preach *glad-tidings of great joy to 
all people, and-to direct_the eye of 


fam- 
TS. 


ith to the 
blissful shores of immortality. By his labors” of 
love, by his sufferings, by his death and resurrec- 
tion, he has brought thonsands to enjoy the bles- 
gings of his 8alvation, and thousands more - may 
yet enjoy them. They flow from the inexhaust- 
able fountain of divine love; and thongh' they 
may be possessed by thousands and tens of thou- 
8ands, yet there are enough and to spare. The 
fountain fails not. Tt rises in proportion as the 
streams of mercy flow from it, to save and bless 
the world. And we humbly trust, that it will thus 
continue, till, through the medium of the Savior's 
benevolent exertions, the whole family of man | 
ghall be 8anctified and saved. | 
Univer8al ATONEMENT.—To take up mnch 
time in-{8howing the truth of this $tatement, 
will not be necessary, and consequently will not 
be expected. The insp@ed writers have spoken 
largely on this 8nbject, and in language too clear 
to be misunderstood, and too explicit and decided | 
to be questioned., Besides many passages which 
i0ply the doctrine,we have the positive declaration, 
that © that there is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesns, who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time ; that *he is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world,” 'These passages clearly and dis- 
tinctly show, that Christ has made an atonement 
for the sins of the world, and given himself a ran- 
gom for all mankind, without any distinetion* or 
exception. And this 18 a point, not only held and 
urged by us, but freely admitted, nay, earnestly 
insisted on, by allthe different and differing sects 
of Christians. We ay, by all ;—but perhaps we 
ought to except one sect—that which limits 
the atonement to the sins of those whom God 
elected to everlasting life; from the foundation of 
the world, With this exception all ' professed 
Christians admit the universality of Chriet's atone- 
ment. | | 
If then, as we have 8een, our Savior has made 
an atonement for all, is it not'natural to conclude, 
that all will be saved ? Indeed what other con- 
clusion would be jastifiable. Tf Christ has made 
an atonement for all, do you not suppose that the 
Balvation of all was embraced in the onal pen 
and pOrpage of God ? And if thus embraced, do 
yon SUpPr82 


that it will not be effected 730 Yrs 
God created man, and placed hi 7 


| 


| 


he now is, he knew, 


© condition. - It was not 


,| er the reat.” They are sveh* as 


 unquestionably, what would be his final-state and 
b requisite that 'all the gene- 
rations of men should tive, and” act, and die, in 
order that God might be made acquainted with 
their moral characters, and thus determine whether 
they 8hould be happy or miserable. ” It 'was' ag 
well known'to God, in the first ages of eternity, 
what would be the ultimate destiny of man, as jt 

is now, or ever will be. *Known unto God are 
all his works, from the' beginning of the world, 
From- the fact then, that: he has senthis 8on to 
take away the sins of his people, or to make an 
atonement for the sins-of 'the world, we may yery 
reasonably infer, that 'all will be gaved. - No man 
of common discernment; can possibly admit, that 
God would have laid a foundation for the 8alya- 
tion of all, when he -previously knew or had ge- 
signed, that but a part should& be 8ayed: © For onr- 
selves, we reverence too | highly the character of 
God, and have too exalted an opinion'of his wis- 
dom, to attribute to him such inconsistency of 
conduct, in applying means eo entirely dispropor- 
tionate to-the end in view. If it be's fact, that 
but a' part of the human family are to be saved, we 
give an unlimited preference to the opinion which 
asserts, that an atonement was made only for the 
elect. 

ALL HAVE BEEN GIVEN To CHrTST,—Tt is cer- 
tainly reasonable to  8uppose, 'that ' Christ has 
made an atonement for all those, whom the Father 
had vouchsafed to give to him; and it is the ex- 
press declaration of 8cripture that *the Father 
loveth the Son, and has given all things into his 
hands.* And, again; —T will declare the decree; 
the Lord hath said unto me, thon art my s0n; 
this day have T begotten thee ;—Ask of me, and] 
Shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth_for thy pos- 
session.? Now, from these passages, it clearly 
follows, that all have been given” to the 80n; and, 
for this reason he gave himself a © ransom for all, 
and * tasted death for every man.” © 'This being 
the case, may we not reasonably conclude, that all ' 
will be saved? 

But this is not all. The scriptures not only de- 
clare, that all things—the heathen and the utter- 
most parts of the earth—have been given to the 
8on ; but our Savior plainly asserts, also, that * all 
that the Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and 
he that'cometh to me I will in no wise cast ont. 
And, again ;— this is the Father's will which hath 
sent me, that" of all which he hath” given mel 
8honld lose nothing, but should raise'1t up again 
at the Jlast day.” These are plain declarations, 


and carry the conviction irresistiblyto' our minds, 


that al} are embraced in the 'gospel plan of salva- 
tion and will be brought-in daetime, to bow to the 
Sceptre and 8bmit to the reign and government 
of the Prince of Peace. In view of these plan 
testimonies of scripture, we surely cannot believe, 
that any man will be finally and forever misers- 
ble—cast out eternally from the presence of God, 
and doomed to dwell in-endless burnings. It 18 
utterly impossible. It cannot be.” 

 ExypREss DECLARATIONS OF ScrxipToRE.—We 
8hall not ettempt to' quote many of the passages, 
to which we have now alluded 5 but sha 1 merely 
introduce a few, in'order to show'their import, and 
leave it with our readers to search out _ 


Lord had made known his salvatic 


5h hoteF 1 Ws 
imperfect and dependent as iy Are 


« his Tighteous- 


8s hath he' \showed-in [the 8ight of the 
oa hos > mad ir rs - and 


« And I, 8ays'Christ, *1f IT be-litted up fromthe 
earth will draw-up all men'unto me.” - * As by the 
offence -'of one, 8ays' St. Paul, judgment: came 
upon all men' to -condemnation ; even-s0 by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift came _ all 
unto justification of life.*- A ;jfasin A all 
die ; even 80 in Christ-shall all be made alive. 
And, finally, * God will have all: men tobe 8aved, 
and come anto' the knowledge of the truth '— 
From these passzges we can dedace no other 
doctrine than that of universal s8alvation z nor can 
any candid, intelligent -person. | 'PThey- prove, in 
fact, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the time 
will come, when *every creature, which is in 
heaven, and on'the earth, and under the earth, and 
8vch as are in the 8ea, and all that are-in them,” 
will be heard to 8ay, *blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the Throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever. 
CoNncLUDING "REMARKS.— Tt 18, to us, an impor- 
tant consideration, a 8ource of much pleasure 
that we are able to draw from the oracles of Go 
and from the works of nature, incontestible evi- 
dence of the doctrine we hold. We feel an in- 
expressible satisfaction, in being able to lay be- 
fore an inquiring and intelligent public, the many 
and strong Teagons we have to offer, for the hope 
that is in us: Phe doctrine we have embraced, 
and 'which we'feel it to be our duty to defend, is 
founded upon the clear and conclusive tesfimony of 
8cripture—upon'Teason and the nature and fitness 
of things. e do not fear to have its foundation 
examined, - nay, tried, ' for we are confident it will 
8ustain the trial, and bear the test of critical ex- 
amination. Tt/is not 8upported by mere assertion 
and 80phistry ;—there is nothing init which re- 
quires to be wrapt up in the cloak of mystery ;— 
no, it is a plain, simple, undisguised doctrine, 
adapted to all capacities, and” fitted for eve 
grade of society. 'The high and the low, the ric 
and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, the 
wise and foolish,—all, every one, even" the way- 
faring man, may understand it, and be profited by 
it. It is everywhere, in the whole system of uni- 
versal nature, plainly inculcated ; and it will, final- 
ly, everywhere, throughout the whole intelligent 
creation, triumphantly prevail. gt | 
This is indeed. a glorious and a delightfully 
pleasing anticipation'; but it is not a mere vision ; 
a mere whim of capricious _ From what is 
already past, we are justified in believing that uni- 
versal love and benevolence will finally 'spread 
. fromseato sea,and from the river to the ends of the 
earth. Many who' are” now living can well re- 
member the time, when” the doctrine of ' God's 
universal and unchanging goodness was hardly 
known ;—when few dared' publicly to proclaim it. 
Alone and unprotected—save by Heaven—midst 
error and pergecution, darkness and delusion, stood 
the venerable Murray. © His voice, like that of an 
_ angel of merey, first, in this western 'world-pro- 
claimed the illimitable, the transcendent mercy 
= goodness of God: \By his indefatigable 1a- 
Ge his untiring 'exertions, he, by the grace of 
od, brought many 8ouls to/rejoice in that liberty, 
wherewith"Christ "had - made” him free. * Since. 


| mercy 
truth toward {the house”of Israel; all the ends of |: 
the earth have' 8een the 8alvation -of our God] 


Redeemer, who, like the 


Apostle of the 
Gentiles, are determined to know nothing, 8ave 
their crucified Master, have spread the * glad ti- 
rm of great joy,” in almost every part of this 


great 


ly favored and happy country. The 8uccess, 
which has hitherto attendee their labors, has been 
astonishing, and we may perhaps in truth say, un- 
parrelled. - We' may now 8ay, with singular and 
obvious propriety as did our Savior when' on 
the earth, The harvest is truly plenteous, but the 
laborers are few.” From every quarter, we hear 
 the-ery, as in apostolic times, * Come over—afid 
help us.” In almost every town, throughout our 
wide- extended and extending country, there are 
now, more or less, who boldly and fearlessly as- 
sert, the doctrine of universal grace and salvation. 
Surely, from such appearances ' and prospects, 
we may reasonably indulge in pleasing anticipa- 
tions 3 yea, even in lofty expectations. | 
But this is not all ; no, the half has not yet been 
told. Notwithstanding the order to which we 
belong, as a distinct and separate ' body, has in- 
creased in sxuch a manner as to justify great ex- 
pectations, yet this is not the-most encouraging 
| prospect. "The whole body of Christians—all de- 
nominations—haye become liberal ; liberal, if not 
indeed in their conduct one towards another, at 
least in 'sentiment. What is called orthodoxy 
now, would have been prononnced rank and dan- 
gerous heresy, fifty years ago !' And if the hu- 
man mind shall continne to march on, im the s8ame 
manner as it has done, we yenture nothing in as- 
—_— that the whole chrietian community will 
be as liberal fifty years hence as the most libera]} 
a now ! Surely, this is a _—_ prospect ; an 


encouragement to increased exertion and perse- 
verence. Wer 
Let us, therefore, take courage from these ap- 
pearances and prospects ; and though we may tall 
meet with 8ome opposition, though our sentiments 
may yet be contested, yet let us remember, that 
the heat and fury of the battle are past ; and that 
from what now. appears, we have strong reagons 
for believing, that liberality in sentiment and prin- 
ciple will ultimately obtain a eomplete and decided 
victory. - Let us-therefore stand firm at our posts ; 
and-guard the pure doctrines of Christianity, both 
from the attacks of scepticisem and fanaticism. 
Let us maintain pure-and unadulterated religion, 
both by precept and example; and thus, as far as 
in us hes, to the utmost extent of our power, let 
us © vindicate-the ways of God to man.” _ c.'6. 


-. WHO ARE REPROBATES? 
Before we can satisfactorily answer the ques- 
tion which heads 'this article, we must ascertain 


the-true meaning of the word reprobate. ' And be- 
fore giving what I conceive to be the radical im- 
port of the'term, I will briefly notice its common 


use.” First, it is' applied to wicked men. When 


he is a complete" reprobate z-: ing; he 


then, behold what'God has'done ! ' The minds of | 


thoge who are called the non-elect. Some relig- 
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ious people are of the opinion, that God before the 
creation of the world, or the formation of man, 
chose some to onengs. life, and 2d others 
to unending wo, and indescribable misery, in the 
future invisible world. The individuals, who are 
bound to this certain destraction, are called repro- 
bates. | 
Passing over this erroneous opinion, I proceed 
give the true meaning of the term. All who will 
take pains to consult the margin of our large bibles 
will readily discover, that the term Reprobate, 
signifies, *void of judgment.” For one, I feel 
perfectly satisfied, that, vord of gn, is & 
correct rendering of the word reprob; The 
connection in which the word is found, proves, to 
a demonstration, that this rendering 18 proper. 
And to make this manifest to all who have patience 
to read this article, I will quote two -passages 
where the word occurs, and will Er notice 
the context of each. Rom. i. 28. *Even as 
they did not like toretain God in their knowledge, 
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient. * Or God 
gave them over to be void of judgment,” etc. 'The 
conclusion is unavoidable ; if men do those things 
which are not convenient, they must be vord of 
JE” The connexion proves the correctness 
of the definition now given. ver. 22. * Profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God: into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 
An individual must be void of judgment, to 8up- 
pose that a bird, or beast, or the meanest reptile 
an object worthy his religious homage and adora- 
tion! ? 
The next passage I will quote, is 2 Tim. iii. 8. 
< Now as Jarius and Jambres withstood Moses, 80 
do these also resist the truth :' men of corrupt 
minds, reprobate concerning the faith.” Or con- 
cering the faith, vord of judgment. If men resist 
the truth, and possess corrupt minds, it naturally 
follows that they are void of judgment concerning 
the faith of Christ. For that, works by love ; pu- 
Tifies the heart ; overcomes the world.* A man 
cannot exercise a lively faith in Christ, and at the 
same time possess & corrupt mind. | 
Having ascertained that the true meaning of the 
term Reprobate is, void of j we can read- 
ily answer the question which heads this article, 
The following is the answer—Every person void 
of judgment, is a Reprobate. In the ecripture 
sense of the word, every person void of judgment 
concerning the faith 'of Christ, is a Reprodat 
But that the 8ubject may be the more 
derstood, I shall divide Reprobates into two 
1. All who conscientious]y adhere to the heathen 
religion, are Reprobates. (8ee Rom. i. 22-28.) 
All who creep into houses and lead captive silly 
women; who are ever ing, and are never able 


thereof—are Reprobates. 
I refer the | 
Say there are any at the present 


nomination of Christians, Lego A 


and lead captive silly women, I only 8zy—If 
are any, 7 ma any, or all of the things whi 
are 8et forth in the portion of scripture 
bas þ- he maragtons bates, snch persons, 
them where you will, are repro 7 wh 


_ 
, 


is 


” Fro 


yer | than many of us now are.  £ 


THE UNIVERSALISF. 


The light in which we have viewed this 8ubjcct, 
us to account. for that contracted love 
exerciszed by many: christians, ponder 
themselves, and those of their own: faith and order 
as the only favorites of heaven. And, believing 
it to be their duty to jmitate the God they worship, 
oy naturally confine their affection: to those 
within the pale of their own church. I do not 
question their sincerity, I am personally acquaint- 
ed with many of those people, in-whose honesty 
and integrity I can confide. What is the cauge 
of their narrowness ? 'The-question-is a plain 
one. 'They are void of judgment concerning the 
faith of Christ.. They know not that the true 
faith of the 1 embraces all men as brethren; 
as the children of God; and as heirs to-one heay- 
= mheritance. Let them be convinced of this 
and their affections will extend to every 80n and 
daughter of Adam. May the Lord hasten the 
happy day, when all shall know, and love him, from 
the least to the greatest.. D. D. $. 


, 


CONTENTMENT. 


Much. of the infelicity endured by man arrises 
from adiscontented, restlees disposition. We are 
too prone to grasp after 8something which we have 
not, and to perplex and wear out our. lives in the 
pursuit, of things beyond our reach, or which if 
01m render us no more s8atisfied than we were 

efore. When one object is gained, another pre- 
sents itself—another till is 80ught—as something 
all-important to complete our earthly bligs. Thus 
we are hurried Os des to hs woo pur- 
Suit to pursui iring every thing—fully sat- 
isfied with nothing. 'Turmoil, Sarglogity, ungrati- 
fied desires, and disappointment make up the 
history of man; he rests. not till he rests in the 
dreamless house inted for all the living. 

It would be much for our happiness, if we would 
more carefully cultivate a contented inind. The 
remark of 8cripture is very true—* A contented 
mind is A continual feast.. We should trive to 
enjoy what we have, instead of placing our happi- 
ness in that which we have not. The language 
of the apostle is very just—* Godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into. this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothting out, and having food and raiment, let us 
be herewith content.' See 1 Timo. vi. 6-e. 

The real wants of man are very few—all, near- 
ly, have these wants supplied—after these are 
Supplied, a contented mind 1s all that is lacking to 
re us happy. Itis a fact that our sources of en- 
joy ment almost infinitely exceed those of misery. 
ould consider more intently how much we 


we W 
have to enjoy instead of ring over what are 


not be the _ _ 101 _ 
ne. unwigely place 
contented 85 
Door. Others place contentment in worldly 
proformons in 8eats of honor and authority—but 
s and rulers are no more contented than hum- 

ble peasents and those who are less encumbered 


contentment in ri wa 


much 


more than on outward circumstances. 'e should, 


's 


conviction 


which shade the of mortals, 


good, by that almighty love, which gave man ori- 
gin and gecures to him all things richly to enjoy. 
|; B. W. 


THE GLEANER. 


APPEAL TO THE LADIES. 

From the female portion of the community, the 
temperance cause has a right to look for strong 
and efficient aid. Exempted by the constitution 
of nature from the more arduous toils of our sex, 
they are not therefore incapable of exerting on 
Society a powerful influence. In acts of charity 
and deeds of beneficence the female character 
appears in the most distinguished lystre. To al- 
leviate _ and administer consolation to 
the afflicted and distressed, is peculiarly the fe- 
male provinee. In furthering the views- of the 
charitable as8ociations their agency ensures 8uc- 
cess—and in many sections of our country they 
take the lead in that charitable object which has 
brought our as80ciation into existence. And sti- 
_ are not wanting to excite their Iaudable 
eforts. . 

The fond mother who has buried her brightest 
hope with an only 80n, cut down by the destroyer 
—the daughter who mourns over the degradation 
of a father—or the wife whose heart now palpi- 
tates with fear that her husband may 800n sink 
into that abyss from which 80 few are ever res- 
cued—are not ficticious characters—they dwell 
among us—and are too frequently beheld. Let 
then the fair portion of our community be 8timu- 
lated to renewed efforts and unwearied perseve- 
rance, If much has been done , more 
remains to be accomplished. Let the prudent 
matron exclude intoxicating drink from her dwel- 
ling. Let such as are placed in the hi walks 
of life, frown upon the introduction of liquid poi- 
50n, in its most enticing form at their socia! cir- 
cles; and the public sentiment 8hall be effectually 
corrected. But” above all, let her who values her 
own peace, and very much of whose present hap- 
piness is built on anticipations of the future, dis- 
card from her pregence and affections that sviter 
of whatever rank or forture, who is = known wor- 
$hipper at the 8hrine of Intemperance; 


WOMAN. 
The Countess of | 


Conversations with Lord 
remarks ;— 


in her Journal of 


Mee Arenal, 
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lies too deep for tears, and consumes alike health 
and peace, a man may, with 9 an express all, 
nay, more than he feels—court and meet sympa- 
thy—while his leisure hours are cheered by occu- 
pations and pleasures, the latter too often 8uch 
as ought to prove how little he stood in need of 
compassion, except for his vices.” 


EXTRACT. 

As we do not profess to have one religion for 
the poor, and 97 an for the rich, whatever upon 
this —_—_ applies to our class, applies to all. — 
It was the e ic description given by our Sa- 
vior to prove his divine mission, that to the 
ve 1k wy ence ly and by the poor it was 
ordained, in the wisdom of Providence that the 
glad tidings of salvation should be first dispersed 

hout the world. 

Before our religion, the distinctions formed by 
human pride yanish ; in 4s presence, worldly 
pomp and worldly honors are annihilated. Stript 
of his adventitious greatness, man appears as he 
is ; whatever be his station, the frarl child of 
dust !—however humble his lot, the heir of im- 
mortality ! , 

While all those ideas of equality, which philo- 
8ophical and interested speculatists have endea- 
vored to establish, tend to inspire hatred, envy, 
pride and discontent ; the, equality taught by the 
goopel inspires the purest benevolence. Itteach- 
es _ to the aq contentment to = 

r; raternizes [if I may 80 express myse 
the human race.—E, / her gage 


BENEFITS OF ADYERSITY. 

A smooth sea never made a skilful mariner ; 
neither do uninterrupted progperity and 8uccess, 
qualify for usefulness or happiness. 'The 8torms 
of adversity like the storms of the ocean, arouse 
the faculties, excite the invention, prudence, skill 
and fortitude of the voyager. "The martyrs and 
confess0ors of ancient times in bracing their minds 
to outward , acquired a loftiness of pur- 
pose, & moral heroism, that was worth a life of 
goftness and security. 
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proprietors have deemed it advisable to dis&or 
GD the paper gratis to any of 
but 8uch as render us ome 
vg or extending 
who have hitherto received it, on finding it 
Jiaecntinged, will think us unreasonble in _deci- 
ding upon this course. | Ev. 


TO OUR PATRON 8. 

The Proprietors of the Universalist are happy 
in bein Who bo 8ay to their patrons, that this pa- 
per will hereafter be -is8ned under the immediate 
care and s8upervision of Rev. Hosea BaLLov, and 
Rev. SzBAsTIan STREETER, of Boston. Edited, 
as heretofore, by an Ass0ciation of Universalist 


Clergymen. 
J. C. WarLDo, 
C. GaRDNER, > Directors. 
J. H. BucGBER, . 


NOTICE. 

Rev. L. 8. EvtrerTrT, of Charlestown, has with- 
drawn himself from the As80ciation, with which 
he has heretofore been connected, in publishing 
and conducting this paper. 


DEDICATION. ? 

The new Universalist Meeting House in Quincy was 
dedicated to the worship of Almighty God on Wednesday 
the 12th instant. 

ORDER OF SERVICES, 

1. Introductory prayer, by Rev. Sebastian Streeter, of 
Boston. 

2. Reading select portions of Scripture, by Rev. Benja- 
min Whittemore, of _ Boston. 

3. ney prayer, by Rev, Hosea Ballou, of Boston, 

4. Sermon, by Rev. Wm. Morse, pastor of the Society 

in Quincy. 

_-'Pext, Ps. laxxvi. 9. «All nations whom thou hast 
made_shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; and 
shall glorify thy name.” 

5. Address to the Society, by Rev. H. Ballou 2d. of 

Roxbury. 
| : 6. Concluding prayer, by Rev. A. A. Folsom, of Hing- 
am. 

The congregation, which attended upon these services, 
was very much larger than could have been” expected, 
considering the Nig og inclemency of the weather. - 'The 
sermon, by Rev. Wm. Morse, was a very ate, 
well arranged, and highly interesting production. 
hope it will be printed for the gratification of those who 


heard it, and more especially for those who were not thus | 


we. with 
its circulation. We = 
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Wet 


I fondly deem. ome ReAbGt 
May robek me from her'eye. 


beam 


My heart is 8ad that she 8 goon should-die, 
Mine own dear pocAes blessing of my home, 
That she-my early guide 80.8000 should lie 

A lonely tenant © b6; ef tomb ; 

Oh ! I am broken hea 

For the silver cord is a 

That bound our souls re this hour of doom. 


Ah ! wo is me, that life 80 s0o0n doth fade, 
'That the bri bt beaming of the soul doth cease ; 
That fairest in moulds of beauty made 
Fail when the epirit struggles for release ! 

But sbe shall live forever ; 

And naught her soul can 8ever . 

From the pure mansjons of eternal peace; 


My mother blessed me with her dying breath, 
And smiled on,me, even in the mortal pain, 
Seeming to stroggle with the yictor, death, 
That she might turn and 55A on me again; 
But the last word was op; ; 
Life*s golden howl was broken, > 

And the freed 8pirit sougbt the hearenly plain. 


Who now hall my erring feet aright ? 
Who now hall pode watch CHENS care ? 
Whoge eye shall cheer me with glrcs wr? light, 


And thou, blest spirit ! hover 0 o'er hw wget, 
Watch o'er thy motberless, m 

Then earth no terror for my ir ba bath, 

And death no gloom ; for it but leads 

O*ershadow me in sadness, 

And smile on me. in gladness, 

And pon thy Ma till death sball set me free. 


\$, F. 8. 


favored. 

The performances of the choir, which attended on the 
occasion, were very good, and highly animating. 

The wonting-howe, which our brethren have reared in 
Quincy, is a neat, commodious building, highly creditable 
to those who have contributed of their substance x; its 
erection. The zeal which has stimulated them to the erec- | N1vess, Caroline Amanda, 
tion of this temple, we not, will secure to , | and Rebecca A. Hardy a 
hereafter, the the te regular mini ministration of the divine word, | 
and the snccess | iversalism in their 1 
Rev. Mr. Morse, we understand is to labor with-them for 
the present. We wish them ang vr Las OI ways . = 
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. NOTICE. 

I The brethren, clerical and la Y; oſ within the 
limits of the © Boston Association of heres CInAY 
= rape gener Hh oe = 

milies of deceased rainy Loco 

y, (2d 


tion, are requested to meet in wor png 64 Fan of os Fire 
n_ Neko Gs 0 RES 6 'M. for the purpose 


Rev. 'Hosea Ballou, Mr. 


MARRIED, In Bozton,' 
ia d. Recvia. Mr. Martin 


Elias Smith Rowe and Miss 
Barrett. - 


DIED, Tn Tewkebury, on Sat last, after a short 


ter of William 
tro —_— 
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